'Paul' (Reg. no. CV-985, PI 640425) hard red winter wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) was developed by the Montana and North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Stations and jointly released in August 2003. Paul was released based on high yield potential and superior winter survival in rain-fed environments of Montana. Paul is named in honor of the late Dr. Paul L. Brown, a long-term USDA-ARS soil scientist who pioneered research in water management in dryland cereal cropping systems of Montana.
Paul was selected from the cross MT8030/'Neeley' made in 1985. Neeley (Sunderman and O'Connell, 1983) Paul is an awned, white-chaffed, medium to late maturity semidwarf hard red winter wheat. Paul has medium maturity, 164 d to heading from 1 January, similar to Neeley and 'Tiber' (PI 517194), 1 d earlier than 'Morgan' (PI 599336) and 1 d later than 'BigSky' (PI 619166). Plant height of Paul is relatively short (73 cm), 7 cm shorter than Neeley and Morgan, and 11 cm shorter than BigSky and Tiber. Coleoptile length of Paul (76 mm, n 5 5 observations) is shorter than Neeley (89 mm), Tiber (91 mm), and BigSky (94 mm) but longer than Morgan (61 mm). Winter survival in 13 trials showing differential survival was 59% for Paul compared to Morgan (67%, LSD 0.05 5 6%), BigSky (59%), Tiber (56%), and Neeley (55%). Straw strength of Paul is only moderate and the cultivar will often lodge under high yield conditions.
On the basis of field observations and cooperative evaluations through the USDA Regional Testing Program, Paul is moderately susceptible to stem rust (caused by Puccinia graminis Pers.:Pers. f. sp. . Bake m (8.0 min) was similar to that for Neeley (7.4 (7.5 min), but longer than that of Tiber (6 volume of Paul (1061 cm 
